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A life sketch of 

Anson Call 
1810 – 1890 

Anson Call was extensively known as a pioneer, a 

wise counselor and successful man of affairs.  To his 

intimates he was a man of the strongest convictions and 

highest courage, who would risk his life for principle or 

in the defense of his fellowmen. From the time he 

embraced the Gospel his life was full of self-sacrifice for 

the cause of truth. 

 Anson, the son of Cyril Call and Sally Tiffany, was 

born in the town of Fletcher, Franklin County, Vermont, 

May 13, 1810.  His ancestors for several generations had 

been conspicuous in the struggle for religious and political liberty.  When Anson was seven 

years old his family moved to Geauga, Lake County, Ohio.  It was a wild region, which offered 

few opportunities for education.  Anson obtained his learning from the school of experience.  

From his experiences he acquired industry and self-reliance. 

At the age of 23, Anson sought employment on a neighboring farm, which introduced 

him to Mary Flint.   She was the beautiful daughter of a wealthy Vermont farmer who had 

purchased a valuable farm in Ohio.  He located his two daughters, Mary and Hannah, on this 

farm and left the responsibility of the homestead to them.  They hired Anson to help them with 

the heavy farm work.  Mary fell in love with Anson and a courtship resulted.  Anson and Mary 

were married October 3, 1833.  

Anson had been raised as a farmer and was an efficient and industrious manager.  Mary 

and her sister Hannah were educated and hard working.  The trio gave the Flint Family Farm 

every indication of success. 
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 At this time there was much religious unrest in the vicinity.  Frequent visits made by 

missionaries from the ‘Mormon’ faith added to the conflict.  Most of the Call Family were 

Methodists, with the exception of Anson.  He was searching for the truth and had not found it 

in the Methodist creed.  Brigham Young and other prominent Elders from the Mormon Religion 

preached the newly revealed Gospel in the region where the Call Family lived.  When Anson 

found himself unable to cope with them in a discussion of religion, he attributed his failure to 

his unfamiliarity with the Bible.  Anson was determined to become better informed about the 

scriptures.   

He spent six months carefully studying the Bible and the Book of Mormon in the hope of 

proving what they taught to be false.  

 “When I finished the two books I became a firm believer in the Book of Mormon.  I was 

then taught by the spirit to obey the principles of the Gospel. I was proud, and to obey the 

Gospel was worse than death.  I labored under those feelings for three months, becoming at 

times almost insane.  To be called a Mormon was more than I could endure.”  * 

His frustration gave way to desperation and he finally resolved the issue within himself.  

 “I at last covenanted before the Lord that if he would give me confidence to face the 

world in Mormonism, I would be baptized for the remission of my sins.   Before I arose from my 

knees the horrors of my mind were cleared.  I feared no man nor no set of men.” * 

Anson and his wife traveled to Kirtland, then the gathering place of the Saints.  Upon his 

arrival he was baptized by William Smith, brother of the Prophet, and confirmed by David 

Whitmer, one of the three witnesses of the Book of Mormon.  He was now a member of The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 

 Anson had been afflicted with a speech impediment since his youth.  The Elders of the 

church administered to him and promised him that if he used his tongue for the advancement 

of truth, he would be blessed with natural speech.  This he tried to do and realized this blessing 

throughout his life. 
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  Anson was ordained an Elder and returned home to preach the Gospel to his relatives 

and associates. Among his first converts were his wife and her sister.  Upon the conversion and 

baptism of these sisters, their father disinherited them. We cannot fully understand their 

situation or their feelings to suddenly find themselves outcasts from a position of wealth to one 

of want.  They had faith in the words of Christ:  

“…and  every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father or mother, or wife, 

or children, or lands for my names sake, shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit 

everlasting life.”    (Matthew 19:29) 

With their newly found faith and their few earthly possessions, Anson and Mary left the 

estate of their dreams and traveled northward to Madison, Ohio, where they made their home.  

Their sister-in-law Hannah moved with them and shared their humble home.  On the 9th of July 

1834, Anson Vasco, their first child was born.  Mary Vashita was born on March 27, 1836, and 

Cyril Moroni, was born February 6, 1838. 

The Call home was approximately thirty miles from Kirtland, which made it possible for 

them to aid in the building of the Kirtland Temple.  They became close friends of the Prophet 

Joseph Smith.   

In 1837, the Prophet was forced to flee for his life.  The saints were expelled from Ohio 

by their enemies and had to join the body of the church in Jackson County, Missouri.  It wasn’t 

long until they were again forced from their homes and driven from Jackson County to 

Caldwell County where Far West was founded. 

 In March 1838, Anson with his father and brother Harvey set out to find a site where 

they could once again establish a home.  They boarded a steamboat and set off on the Missouri 

River.  While aboard the boat they were confronted by a group of anti- Mormons who told them 

that the Mormons would soon be driven from Far West.  

 Determined to move ahead with their plans, they purchased land along the Grand River.  

Anson remained on the new property while his father returned to Ohio for their families.  In 

July of 1838, family members joined Anson and they began their efforts to build their new 

homes and make plans for this farm.  They shared dreams for the future as they settled into 

their new life in Missouri. 
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 In September, the Prophet Joseph Smith visited the Saints in that vicinity.  Under the 

protective cover of a cornfield, the local brethren met and listened intently as he advised them 

to leave their homes and gather at Far West or Adam-ondi-Ahman.  The mob was again moving 

on members of the church.  Protecting their possessions, as well as their personal safety, was a 

constant concern. The possibility of staying long enough to harvest their crops was discussed.  

Anson was appointed to scout around Davis, Caldwell and Ray Counties, to learn the plans, 

temperament and whereabouts of the Missourians.  This information would be vital in setting a 

timetable for their departure. 

 Although his scouting efforts revealed nothing alarming, he found great excitement 

upon his return home.  The 'Mobocrats' were among the Saints and threatening to kill any that 

might try to escape the area. The Saints went to work harvesting their crops.  As the threats 

seemed to subside, a group of neighbors gathered one day to go on a bee hunt.  This adventure 

lasted four days and proved to be very successful.  They returned with wagons loaded down 

with honey.  Their success, however, was overshadowed when they learned that they were once 

again under ‘Mobocrat Rule’.  Every road was heavily guarded to prevent the escape of the 

‘Mormons’.  They faced the threats of being killed should anyone try to leave. A friend, Phineas 

H. Young, tried to leave hoping to obtain help.  He was soon discovered and chased into a field 

of corn stalks.  He remained there and was fed and watched over by Anson for four days. 

 By fall the Saints felt an urgency to follow The Prophet’s counsel to leave and were 

becoming impatient.  Some of the men devised a plan to make their way to Adam-ondi-Ahman, 

thirty miles distant. Leaving their families, a number of the men loaded their wagons with 

household goods and under the cover of darkness left for Adam-ondi-Ahman.  They reached 

their destination about daylight the following morning.  There they learned of the Crooked 

River Battle and of the Election Riot at Gallatin.  They found also that many Saints from the 

surrounding region were arriving daily.  The next night the brethren from Grand River 

returned to their families.   

The mob was angry with the men for having slipped away and especially at Anson for 

the leadership role he had played in this trip. Under a host of new threats and even tighter 



5 | Call 

 

security, preparations were soon underway to leave again after dark.  Four-horse teams were 

loaded with belongings and the families of Phineas H. Young, Daniel Jackson and Anson Call 

left their farms and homes. 

 Leaving the public road and traveling across the prairie they escaped the mob guards 

and arrived safely at Adam-ondi-Ahman by noon the following day.  They found a few of the 

Saints living in houses, but far more under tents and a variety of other improvised shelters.  

Anson selected the top of a fallen oak tree as a partial shelter for his family. 

 About one o’clock that night the alarm sounded.  The men rallied and prepared to offer 

the best defense they could.  The women hastily dressed themselves and the children waited, 

fearing what the day might bring. 

 To their surprise and relief the supposed mob proved to be a party of the brethren from 

Far West.  The relief was only temporary however as they brought word that the Saints in Far 

West had been besieged and had surrendered to avoid bloodshed.  The Prophet Joseph Smith 

and others had been taken into the hands of their enemies and the Saints in Adam-ondi-Ahman 

had been issued a warning that they would be called upon to surrender by ten o’clock the 

following morning.   

True to their threat, Colonel Parks with five hundred Missourians under his command 

appeared before the town the next morning, formed a hollow square and demanded the Saints 

march therein.  They were ordered to surrender their arms and ammunition within one hour.  

Arms were confiscated and Colonel Parks notified the defenseless Saints that he would allow 

them ten days in which to move from the state.  He then placed guards within the city to see 

that his orders were complied with. 

 Shortly afterward, while Anson and his family were eating breakfast in their fallen 

treetop camp, two guards appeared before them.  One of the men called Anson a liar and put a 

gun into his face and cocked it. His calm appearance greatly frustrated them and they left much 

chagrined. 
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The second night was extremely cold, and they had little protection from the elements.  

Six inches of snow fell.  Their year old baby, Moroni’s fingers were so badly frozen that his 

fingernails came off shortly afterward.  Anson, fearing the effects of further exposure on his 

family appealed to Colonel Parks for permission to go to Far West.  He received the following 

permit:   

“I permit Anson Call to remove to Far West and thence out of the State.” 

After locating his family in Far West, Anson left on December 23, 1838 for Elk Horn 

hoping to sell two-thirds of the corn crop he had raised.  Soon after he arrived, ten armed men 

took him prisoner.  They ordered him to give up his arms.  When he said he had none, they 

searched him.  After finding him defenseless, they submitted him to the most abusive 

treatment.  Anson wrote,  

“One of them by the name of James Ogle said that he had suffered at the hands of the 

Mormons and that I had to atone for it.  He said they had felt my back and they would see it 

bare before morning and I would feel hickory upon it.  He then commenced beating me with his 

flat hand in the face.  He then said he would not abuse a man that was not armed.  He threw his 

butcher knife at my feet and told me to pick it up and fight.  I told him I did not wish to fight.  

He said I had to fight or die.  He then picked up the knife and put it to my hand and told me to 

take it.  I discovered all the rest of them had their knives in their hands.  I refused to take it and 

leaned up against the side of the house.  I then said in my heart, ‘Oh Lord, preserve me or they 

will take my life.’ I immediately became satisfied that I would be delivered from their hands.  

He thrust a knife within an inch of my breast and said he would rip my guts out.  He then 

struck me repeatedly between my eyes with the back of his knife.  He taunted me in this 

manner for over two hours and struck me in the face with the back of the knife and his flat hand 

about fifty times. He said it was getting near night and we must make a finish of the business.” * 

Anson was taken into the street and told he would be stripped and tied to a hickory tree, 

beaten, and left exposed to the cold night.  As they were making preparations to do so, Anson 

managed to get a bottle of liquor from a grocer and invited the guards to have a drink, 

suggesting they celebrate Christmas Eve.  The invitation was readily accepted and while the 

fiery liquor was gurgling down their throats, Anson dashed into a nearby thicket of hazel brush. 
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He proceeded only a short distance when he crawled into the heavy brush.  The maddened 

Missourians charged past him. He then maneuvered around them and made his way towards 

Far West. 

About midnight he reached the house of a woman who belonged to the church.  He 

asked her for food and shelter.  She explained that she was afraid to have him stay, fearing her 

anti-Mormon husband or the mob would find him.  He persisted and she reluctantly gave him 

food and made him a bed on the kitchen floor with instructions that if the dogs barked he was 

to run into the cornfield and escape. The night passed without any alarm.  He left before 

daylight the next morning and made his way on to Far West.  His arrival brought much joy to 

his family as they were preparing to celebrate Christmas Day.  He was relieved to find his 

family feeling well and enjoyed their hearty welcome and a breakfast of parched corn; their 

only food available.  

Anson’s concern for his family and their meager means weighed heavily on his mind.  

The Saints were preparing to move to Illinois and Anson intended to go with them.  He felt the 

property he owned at Three Forks on the Grand River was his only hope.  If he could sell the 

land he could better provide for his family.  Anson asked Father Smith and Brigham Young for 

counsel in the matter. They advised him not to.  They warned him that the mob would find him 

and violence would follow. 

After thinking the matter over, and considering the dire need of his family, he was 

impelled to take the chance.  The following account from his journal tells the result of that 

decision: 

“December 31, 1838, being anxious to obtain means to make a team that I might be able 

to go with the Saints, I this morning mounted the only horse I had left, and started for the Three 

Forks of Grand River. 

I arrived at my farm on New Year’s Day, and learned that a man by the name of George 

Washington O’Neil had it in his possession. 
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I passed on two miles further to a family by the name of Day, who had come in from the 

Eastern States a few weeks before I was driven away.  This family had taken no part with the 

mob.  I found the lady at home, and received from her a history of my property.  She informed 

me that O’Neil and Culp, Missouri mobbers, had said that if ever I came to the place they would 

kill me, and that one Henderson and others would help them. 

When on my farm I had sold store goods to a number of the citizens who were to pay 

me for them at Christmas.  She said she had heard many of them say that if I came there, they 

would pay me just as ‘Mormons’ should be paid. 

Just at this time, O’Neil and Culp came into the house.  They demanded of me my 

reasons for being there.  I told them that I was attending to my business.  They said I had no 

business there, and if I got away from there I would be smart. 

I replied that I was a white man, and that there was time enough to be afraid when I saw 

danger, and that I should go when I pleased. 

They told me that they would as soon kill me as a dog, and that there would be no more 

notice taken of my death than if a dog were killed.  This I very well understood. 

They then told me that they supposed I had come to get my property.  I informed them I 

had, to which they replied that there was no property for me. 

After repeated threats I became convinced that it was in vain to think of obtaining 

anything and started for my horse, which was hitched at the yard fence about five rods from the 

door. 

They followed me.  O’Neil picked up the end of a hoop pole, which Mr. Day had left 

there, he having been hooping a barrel.  With this pole he struck me a blow upon the head, 

which nearly brought me to the ground.  I looked around for a club with which to defend 

myself, but there was none in sight.  He continued striking me and would doubtless have killed 

me, had it not been for a very thick woolen cap on my head. 
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Mrs. Day threw open the door and cried murder.  I ran for the house to get something, if 

possible, to defend myself with, but before I reached the door, he struck me repeatedly, and 

gave me one blow over the eye, the scar of which I carry to this day. 

As soon as I got into the house I clutched the fire shovel.  At that moment, Mrs. Day 

closed the door, so that I could not get out, nor O’Neil in.  He and Culp then passed the 

window, on which Mrs. Day supposed they had started for their guns, so I mounted my horse 

and rode for Far West as fast as I could. 

My head and face soon commenced swelling.  On my way home I washed myself, and 

resolved not to inform any one what had happened, as Father Smith and President Young had 

both told me not to go. 

I reached home about eleven o’clock at night, and went to bed without making a light.  

In the morning I arose, and just as soon as I got out of bed, I fell upon the floor.  My wife was 

alarmed and screamed.  I told her what had happened, but told her to keep the matter from my 

family.  Father Smith heard of the occurrence and came to see me.  He hoped, he said, that the 

lesson would do me good, and that he was glad that I was not quite killed. 

Had I obeyed the words, ‘do no go, but stay at home’, I should not have fallen into this 

trouble.  May you who read this be wise, and in this particular, profit by my experience.” * 

On the 15th of January, 1839, Anson was contacted by some leading apostates of the 

church who offered him an attractive reward if he would sign a confession regarding stolen 

property that would injure the Prophet Joseph Smith. The Prophet Joseph Smith at this time 

was incarcerated in Liberty Jail and taking advantage of his absence, these apostates and other 

enemies were exerting themselves to find some reason to accuse him of crime.  

Anson soon gave these traitorous conspirators a piece of his mind and left them with no 

doubt as to where he stood.  He stood firmly on the side of The Prophet. He would have no part 

in blackening the character of Joseph Smith or any other innocent man.  
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The efforts of these men, who had formerly been trusted members of the church, soon 

convinced Anson that The Prophet had many enemies who were determined to destroy him.  

Sadly, men who had formerly been bound to him by the most sacred fraternal ties were now 

ready to betray him to his death. 

Not long after this incident, a team of animals, which had been stolen from Anson, was 

found.  This enabled Anson to take his family and their scanty personal effects across the state 

of Missouri and journey to Illinois.  It was February 1839, and the weather was extremely cold.  

The snow was about a foot deep and not at all favorable for travel even if they had been well 

provided with clothing and bedding.  In their destitute condition their suffering was intense.   

The first night out their wagon tipped over in a creek. The next day they traveled over a 

bleak prairie in a raging blizzard during which Mary and her three children nearly perished.   

While traveling towards Warsaw, Illinois, they were overtaken by The Prophet Joseph 

and Hyrum Smith, who had escaped from jail and were also on their way to Illinois.  Their 

enemies were pursuing them.  They promised to visit Anson after he was settled.  This promise 

they faithfully kept.  After the Call’s were located at Warsaw they came with Sidney Rigdon 

and Vincent Knight.  They had dinner with the Call Family and spent much of the afternoon 

relating the experiences they had while in prison and the circumstances of their escape from 

Missouri.  The Prophet also told them that he had purchased a tract of land in Illinois as a 

gathering place for the Saints. 

In the spring of 1841, Anson and his family moved to Macedonia, where he and others 

purchased an extensive tract of land, upon which a stake of Zion was later organized.  On the 

13th of May 1841, Anson’s birthday, Mary gave birth to twin boys, Chester and Christopher who 

was stillborn.  She had a long spell of sickness afterwards and was restored to health on being 

administered to by the Elders.  In the spring of 1842, Anson received counsel from church 

leaders and moved his family to Nauvoo. 

The following September he was called to serve a mission to the state of Ohio.  On the 

way, he and his companion B. F. Cummings, traveled and preached through the states of 

Illinois and Indiana.  They were successful in baptizing 40 people.  They returned to their 

homes in Nauvoo the last day of March 1842.  The winter had been unusually severe. Anson 
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found his family well, but rather destitute.  He spent the next season raising a light crop of corn, 

building a small brick house and quarrying stone for the Nauvoo Temple. 

Anson was at Montrose attending a Masonic Lodge meeting and heard The Prophet 

when he prophesied that the Latter Day Saints would be driven to the Rocky Mountains and 

there become a mighty people. Pointing to Anson he said,  

“There is Anson; he shall go and shall assist in building cities from one end of the 

country to the other.  He along with others shall perform as great a work as has been done by 

men, so that the nations of the earth shall be astonished and many of them will be gathered in 

that land and assist in building cities and Temples, and Israel shall be made to rejoice”. 

Anson, in subsequently describing this incident said,  

“I had before seen him in vision and now saw, while he was talking, his countenance 

changed to white, not the deadly white of a bloodless face, but a living brilliant white.  He 

seemed absorbed in gazing at something a great distance away and said, ‘I am gazing at the 

valleys of the mountains.’  It is impossible to represent in words this scene, which is still vivid 

in my mind; of the grandeur of Joseph’s appearance, his beautiful descriptions of this land and 

his wonderful prophetic utterances as they emanated from the glorious inspirations that 

overshadowed him.  There was a force and power in his exclamations, of which the following is 

but a faint echo.  ‘Oh the beauty of those snow-capped mountains!  The cool refreshing streams 

that are running down through those mountain gorges.’  Then gazing in another direction as if 

there was a change of locality, ‘Oh, the scenes that this people will pass through!  The dead that 

will lie between here and there!’  Then turning to another direction as if the scene had changed 

again, ‘Oh the apostasy that will take place before my brethren reach that land.  The Priesthood 

shall prevail over all its enemies, triumph over the devil and be established upon the earth 

never more to be thrown down.’  He then charged us with great force and power to be faithful 

in those things that had been and should be committed to our charge, with the promise of all 

the blessings that the priesthood could bestow.  ‘Remember these things and treasure them up, 

Amen’, he said.” * 
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During the summer of 1843, the building of the Nauvoo Temple progressed rapidly and 

the number of Saints increased.  The anti-‘Mormons’ in that region were again growing restless.  

Intolerance was smoldering and ready to burst into flames at the least provocation.  

On Sunday, June 14, 1844, the Saints were assembled in a grove east of the Temple.   The 

Prophet was summoned by Circuit Judge Thomas and met with him for some time while the 

Saints waited.  When Joseph returned to the stand and prepared to speak, rain fell.  He asked 

the assembly whether they would like to be dismissed and go home or remain and hear his 

discourse.  The response seemed to be universal; “We will tarry.”  Anson and Mary stayed and 

heard this last discourse delivered by the Prophet on the Sabbath Day.   

During the meeting the Prophet, acting upon the advice of the Judge, appointed a 

committee to visit the precinct where Colonel Williams, a mob leader, lived.  Anson and David 

Evans were assigned the task.  They started on their assignment that night and lodged at the 

home of Anson’s father.  They called at Colonel William’s house the following morning and 

learned that he had gone to Adams County to raise recruits to proceed against the ‘Mormons’.  

They learned from a Campbelite Preacher, that an anti-‘Mormon’ committee had been 

organized in every precinct, and that the members of the committee in that precinct included 

Colonel Williams. While waiting for the return of Colonel Williams they were confronted with a 

mob of about fifty men who came swarming into the house.  Among then was a lawyer from 

Warsaw named Stevenson.  Addressing Anson and Mr. Evans he said, 

“Gentlemen, you are delegates from Nauvoo, I suppose?”  When given an affirmative 

answer he said, “We have decided to throw you in the Mississippi and make fish bait of you".  

The Campbelite Preacher insisted that they not disturb the ‘Mormons’ while he was 

doing business with them.  He insisted they be left alone until they were mounted on their 

horses and off his property.  Anson and his companion were soon in their saddles and spurring 

their horses homeward.  They arrived in Nauvoo later that evening relieved to be safely home.   

The following morning they went to the Mansion House to report to the Prophet Joseph.  

After the report, The Prophet insisted that they make a written statement, which was notarized 
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by Ebenezer Robinson, Justice of the Peace.  They were then requested to take the sworn 

statement to Judge Thomas, whose court was in session at Knoxville, eighty miles away.  Two 

of the best horses that could be found were saddled and the men left before sunset, with the 

affidavit and a letter from General Joseph Smith.  

They arrived at Knoxville at 10 o’clock on the second day.  The court was in session 

forcing them to wait until lunch recess.  When the court adjourned for lunch they locked arms 

with the judge and told him they must have an answer to General Smith’s letter.  He claimed a 

written reply was not necessary.  He said it would be sufficient for them to report to General 

Smith verbally and that he was mistaken in regard to the instructions given him in Nauvoo.  

They refused to be dismissed and insisted on a reply in writing.  Finally, but reluctantly he 

wrote a short note, which in part read: 

General Smith,  

 In pursuing your letter I find that you were mistaken in the instructions that I gave you 

while at Nauvoo, and I know of no course for you to pursue to answer the requirements of the law, but to 

suffer yourself to be taken by the officer holding the writ and go before the justice of the pace who issued 

the same and have an investigation of the matter.  It is the officer’s duty to protect you; this the law 

requires, and I cannot as an officer of the law give you any different instructions. 

The brethren protested strongly against The Prophet surrendering himself and going to 

Carthage.  The Judge said that their worries were,  

“Nothing but your imagination, and that will be better understood when tried.”  

And then he offered a suggestion that convinced the brethren that he had already 

decided in his own mind that the Prophet should be sacrificed.  He said, 

“Would it not be better for one or two men to be killed than for a whole community to 

be destroyed?”   

The response to his traitorous suggestion was,  
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“No, we would all prefer to die in defense of innocent citizens rather than for one of our 

number to be massacred by a ruthless mob and we will show you and all other men that we will 

protect one another in our rights.” 

The interview closed.  They received the letter and made all possible haste to Nauvoo, 

arriving there at 10 a. m., June 20, 1844.  When they entered the Mansion House the doorkeepers 

informed them that they could not see The Prophet.  Emma Smith appeared and said,  

“You have a letter from Judge Thomas haven’t you?” 

They replied, “Yes, and we want to see Joseph.” 

She declared that they could not see him. She requested the letter and read it aloud in 

their presence.   

The brethren then related to her the Judge’s vile remarks and the warning hoping that 

they might be thoroughly impressed with the danger of The Prophet giving himself up and 

being taken to Carthage.  They requested that the Prophet be informed of all that they had 

heard immediately.   

Later they learned that their efforts to warn The Prophet were in vain. The Prophet 

Joseph and Hyrum Smith were at the very time out of the state, on the west side of the 

Mississippi River.  Their intention was to journey westward in an effort to avoid those who 

were seeking to deprive them of their liberty.  The men who had been dispatched with the letter 

from Judge Thomas and instructed to warn them of their danger never delivered the warning.  

In fact they encouraged The Prophet to return to Carthage and turn himself in.  It was the very 

thing Anson had pled with them to warn The Prophet against doing.  

Anson never had the privilege of speaking to the Prophet again, but he saw him on the 

morning of June 24th, when he rode at the head of the Nauvoo Legion while on parade.  He 

heard him deliver the remarks, “Boys, I have come to bid you goodbye.  I am going to leave you 

for a while.  You are my boys, and I bless you in the name of Israel’s God.  Be faithful and true, 

and you shall have your reward. Farewell.” 
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Anson in speaking of it later in life, said,  

“I little thought, knowing his many deliverance’s from the hands of his enemies, that it 

was the last time I should see him alive.” *   

That night I went home to rest with my family, about one-fourth of a mile east of the 

Temple on Brigham Street.  On Thursday the 25th, I as usual paraded with the Legion.  Friday 

and Saturday night I was one of the Temple guards.  Sunday morning I saw O. P. Rockwell ride 

into the city at full speed, with the sweat dripping from his horse, shouting with his notorious 

voice pitched in the highest notes of intensified sorrow and wrath: 

“Joseph is killed!  Joseph is killed!  They have killed him!  They have killed him!” 

The sorrow that spread through Nauvoo was overwhelming. No one was prepared for 

this paralyzing event.  Few, if any, were more powerfully affected by the news than Anson. He 

struggled to control his feelings and suppressed the inclination to seek personal vengeance.  He 

was deprived of the power to sleep and lost all desire to eat.  He sought the Lord in earnest 

prayer to restrain him from doing anything that would be unwise or that would add to the 

trouble that already enveloped the Saints.  When the bodies of the martyrs were brought into 

Nauvoo, he took his family to see them, and they were strongly affected by the sight.  On the 3rd 

night after the martyrdom Anson had a dream or a vision in which he saw The Prophet and 

heard him assure a congregation of Saints that, although dead, he should still lead the kingdom, 

the keys of which had been given to him and would be held by him forever.  This assurance 

proved a great comfort to Anson, and enabled him to comfort others.   

Within days of the martyrdom he went to Carthage and was piloted through the jail by 

the jailer.  He saw the blood from the Prophet’s veins upon the well curb and the hole through 

the panel door made by the bullet that killed Hyrum.  He also saw the blood stain upon the 

floor where he fell, which the jailer told him he had been unable to erase.  Anson told him he 

hoped he never would be able to wash it away, but that it would remain as an everlasting 

testimony against his murderers.  He saw a number of those who were implicated in the 

murder, most of them he was personally acquainted with.  One was Captain Robert Smith, of 
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the Carthage Grays.  He had issued the writs against Joseph and Hyrum.  Long before, Anson 

had borne testimony to him that Joseph was a Prophet of God.  He had never been able to look 

Anson in the face afterwards. 

Anson took an active part in the events that followed the martyrdom.  He was detailed 

as one of the one hundred men selected to assist Sheriff Backenstos in his efforts to prevent the 

mob from burning houses and committing other depredations against the Saints.  One such 

event was deeply personal to Anson.  His father’s home became the target of a mob attack.  

Anson, along with others, tried to prevent the destruction of his home and property, but were 

unsuccessful.  He was a witness to the house burning to the ground. What few personal 

belongings that could be gathered in a hurry were scattered over the front yard and the family 

was forced to take refuge in a nearby cornfield. 

The winter of 1845 and 1846 was chiefly spent in making wagons and preparing for the 

journey westward.  A 6th child was born 14th of November, 1845.  They named him Hyrum.  

Anson received his Temple Blessings in the Nauvoo Temple on December 10, 1845.  

Anson succeeded in selling his house in Nauvoo for about one-third its value.  He and 

his family crossed the Mississippi and started westward on the 15th of June.  They overtook the 

body of the Saints at Council Bluffs, and crossed the Missouri River on the 7th of July.  Two days 

later their baby, Hyrum died and was sorrowfully laid to rest at Eddyville, Iowa.  They joined 

Father Call and his family at Pisgah.  On the 9th, Anson’s young son Moroni died and was 

buried the following day in a hickory bark coffin, peeled from a tree by Anson and Cyril.   

The question of journeying on as far as possible towards the Rocky Mountains was still 

being discussed, even though they would be dangerously late in leaving.  Brigham Young and 

Heber C. Kimball each organized a company of 75 wagons and made plans to continue on.  

Anson was made captain of the first ten wagons of Brigham Young’s company.  It included his 

father, Cyril and his brothers Harvey and Josiah and their families.  He was advised to travel 

westward and overtake a fifty-two-wagon company who was looking for a favorable place to 

spend the winter. They left the Elk Horn River on the 22nd of July 1846, and traveled up the 

Platte River to the Pawnee Missionary Station, where they found the Miller and Emmett 
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Company.  While camped on the east side of the Loupe Fork a message from the Apostles at 

Winter Quarters was received, advising that they proceed no farther.  They were advised to find 

a place and establish a camp for the winter.   Their search for a suitable site was unsuccessful.  

To their relief they received an invitation from the Ponca Chief to winter with his people.  They 

guaranteed protection, plenty of feed for their animals and timber with which to build houses.  

The invitation was accepted and nine days later the Saints arrived at the Indian Village.  They 

located on the west side of the Running Water River.  One hundred and twenty five houses 

were erected and they settled into their winter home. 

Nucanumpa, the aged chief of the Poncas, became sick and sent for the brethren to come 

and talk with him.  He had his best dog killed and cooked, and a feast was prepared.  Anson 

was among the men who partook of the feast and heard the words of the Chief.  He proceeded 

to tell them that he had taken a friendly interest in the ‘Mormons’ and instructed the Indians to 

treat them well.  In return he requested that the ‘Mormons’ see that he was properly buried.  He 

asked that they erect a stone at the head of his grave with a proper inscription on it, giving his 

name, age and title.  Both sides agreed to the proposal and both sides did their part.  The Poncas 

proved to be good and peaceable neighbors.  The Sioux Indians were a constant concern to the 

Ponca Tribe, as well as the Saints.  They stole horses and cattle quite often.  

On February 27, 1847, Apostles Ezra T. Benson and Erastus Snow arrived at the camp 

with instructions for the Saints to return to Winter Quarters before journeying westward, to 

replenish their teams and stock of provisions.  After delivering their message the Apostles 

departed. 

The Saints assembled to consider and discuss the message. George Miller addressed the 

council, saying that he did not consider that the Apostles had any right to dictate such a request.  

He believed that he was their appointed leader, and it was the duty of the camp to follow him 

into the wilderness in fulfillment of a special mission conferred upon him by the Prophet 

Joseph. Others expressed their views and the tension began to build among the group.  Anson 

stepped forward to express his feelings. He said the Twelve Apostles were the legitimate 

leaders of the Saints, and he intended to remain loyal to them and follow their counsel.   
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Miller became furious.  A motion was put before the Saints and a vote was taken. The 

majority voted with Anson to follow the directive from the Twelve Apostles and return to 

Winter Quarters.  Preparations were quickly made for the journey, which began on the 3rd of 

April.  Only five or six wagons remained with George Miller. 

On May 6, 1847, Anson in company with his brother-in-law, Joseph Holbrook, and his 

brothers Harvey and Josiah were asked by President Young to move to the Pottawatomie Lands 

on the east side of the Missouri River.  There they engaged in planting crops that could be used 

by the Saints who would be traveling through.  After the plowing and seeding they left the 

farming in the care of their wives and children.  The men left to seek employment, hoping to 

obtain money for their needs and to contribute to the church. They engaged in cutting and 

hauling hay into St. Joseph and returned to their families in time to harvest the crop they had 

planted.  After making their families as comfortable as possible for the winter, the men returned 

to St. Joseph and remained there until the following March. The families again returned to 

Winter Quarters and began making preparations for the move west. 

Seven hundred wagons were organized into companies. Anson was placed in charge of 

twenty wagons and on the 27th of March the journey to the Rocky Mountains began.  They had a 

very successful journey, arriving in Salt Lake City, September 19, 1848.  Three days later Anson 

moved his family ten miles northward and located in what was first known as North Canyon, 

but later became known as Bountiful.   

The Call Family had one pig, six chickens, one pet sheep, four oxen, four cows, and two 

calves.  A few days after their arrival, the pig died. The next day an Indian killed their sheep 

and the best ox drowned in a spring hole.  Anson refused to be discouraged, but proved himself 

a man of resource.  He used the cows to help draw the plow and they made do with what they 

had.  He had only five bushels of seed grain, but he succeeded in raising two hundred bushels 

that first year as well as a good crop of corn.  

Anson served as Bishop of the North Canyon Ward from 1849-1850.  In December 1850, 

he was called by President Brigham Young to go with a company of Saints to Southern Utah.  

There they founded the settlement of Parowan.  In 1851, as directed by President Young, he led 
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fifty families to Southern Utah and assisted them in beginning numerous settlements in Iron 

County. 

April 15, 1851, he accepted the principle of plural marriage and took his second wife, 

Ann Mariah Bowen. Mariah was twenty-three years younger than Anson.  President Young 

instructed him to leave Mary, who was suffering from poor health, and their family in Bountiful 

and take his young wife with him to help with the new settlements in Southern Utah.  They left 

Bountiful a few days after their marriage and started southward.  

They arrived at Chalk Creek in the Pahvant Valley, November 13, 1851.  Anson found 

Brigham Young, Orson Pratt, a surveyor and about fifty others in the valley ahead of him.  They 

had laid out a city and called it Fillmore.  By act of the Legislature it had been designated as the 

capital of the territory.  Anson devoted his energies to the development of Fillmore and the 

surrounding region.   

Anson and thirty families began the settlement of Fillmore.  By February 1852, thirty 

houses and a log schoolhouse were completed in the form of a fort.  Later that same year a post 

office was established.  In 1853, the listed population of Fillmore was 304.  At the August 

election in 1852, Anson was elected to represent Millard County in the Legislature.  

During their stay in Fillmore, Anson and Mariah had a lot of varied experiences with 

hostile Indians.  At one time, two rival tribes had a fierce battle.  The conquering tribe was 

going to kill all of the male members and the small children.  The women and the young girls 

were going to be taken as prisoners.  President Young instructed the Saints to buy the young 

children to keep them from being killed.  Anson bought two children, a boy he named Dan and 

a girl he named Ruth. 

About the 2nd of November 1853, Anson with the help of eleven men found the battle 

site of Captain Gunnison and his defeated party.  They took upon themselves the task of 

burying the remains of those who had been massacred by Indians on the Sevier River about ten 

days previously. 
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In March 1854, Anson was released from his duties in Southern Utah and returned to his 

home in Bountiful.  In October of 1854, he accepted another assignment from President Young 

and began a large farm in Box Elder County, which became known as Call’s Fort.  Fort walls 

made of stone were constructed to protect them from the hostile Indians.  The walls were three 

feet thick and six feet high. This property was for the purpose of employing needy Saints, who 

were coming from Europe with the help of the Perpetual Emigration Fund Company.  The Calls 

sowed forty acres of grain and wintered a number of poor families there.   

At the general conference in April 1856, Anson was again called on a colonizing mission.  

This time to Carson Valley, then in Western Utah, but later in Nevada.  

On the 28th of October, Anson lead thirteen teams to assist the handcart companies who 

were then perishing in the snow.  They traveled to Rocky Ridge, three hundred miles from Salt 

Lake Valley, a journey, which took thirty-three days.  They were successful in rescuing a large 

number who would otherwise have perished.   

In February 1857, Anson again exhibited his faith by taking two additional wives.  Both 

ladies had crossed the plains and were in the handcart companies that he had helped rescue.  

He married his third wife, Margaretta Unwin Clark of Nottingham, England, February 7, 1857.  

On February 24, 1857, he and his fourth wife, Emma Summers, born in Worcester, England 

were married.   

During this time the law regarding plural marriage was causing trouble for those called 

upon to live that principle.  Anson built a home with a secret passage to the gable attic.  In the 

tiny room, Mary placed quilts and provisions for Anson’s comfort when he would go there in 

hiding.  Many times officers of the law came to the home searching for Anson.  Mary would 

cheerfully invite them in.  Soon her persuasive manner would convince them that Anson was 

not to be found.  This was a common occurrence, but he was never found.   

In the latter part of 1857, Saints in the Salt Lake Valley were advised that the United 

States Army was approaching with orders to drive the ‘Mormons’ from their homes or 

exterminate them.  Anson and two of his sons went to help prepare the city.  Anson and his son 

Chester helped build fortifications at Echo Canyon and his son Vasco was assigned scout duty 

in the region of Green River.   
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In the spring of 1858, preparations were made to abandon homes and burn them if 

necessary rather than have them possessed by the enemy.  Anson stored four thousand pounds 

of flour at Payson, Utah, hoping to preserve it for the support of his family.  He then moved his 

family to the shore of Utah Lake, just below Provo. Fortunately, the conflict was settled and 

they were able to return to their home on the 4th of July. 

About the 1st of October 1858, Anson received a visit from his brother Josiah, whose 

home was in Fillmore.  After a short stay he set out to return to his home, accompanied by a 

friend named Samuel Brown.  Near Chicken Creek in Juab County, Indians ambushed them 

and both men were killed.  When their bodies were found on the 15th of October, they had been 

partially devoured by coyotes.  On April 9, 1861, Anson showed his faith and married his 

brother's widow, Henrietta Williams Call. Through this marriage he became the father of her six 

children and helped raise them to maturity, treating them as well as his own children. 

At the general conference of October of 1864, Anson was called to serve another mission 

and establish a colony near the Colorado River.  The merchants of Salt Lake City were having 

difficulty in securing the necessary supply of merchandise from the east and from California. 

The long distance supplies had to be hauled by wagons, and the limited season during which 

the roads were passable made the timely arrival of supplies unacceptable.  It was determined 

that if supplies could be shipped by steamboat up the Colorado River to as high a point as 

possible and there stored in a warehouse, the cost of freighting might be greatly reduced.  From 

there it could be transported as needed.  It was also thought to be an alternate route the 

immigrants could use to reach Utah. Anson was to act as the agent in accomplishing this 

project.  He accordingly left about the 1st of November with a company to locate a site, which 

would be the most suitable place to build a landing and a warehouse.  This he did at a big bend 

of the Colorado River.  A large warehouse was constructed first.  A landing, post office, corral 

and other buildings followed.  The first steamboat attempts were unsuccessful, due to the Black 

Canyon rapids and sandbars.  Steamboats were then equipped with winches.  Heavy iron rings 

were imbedded into the rock walls of Black Canyon at strategic points.  Cables were then 

attached to the ringbolts and fastened to the winch to assist the steamboats through the rapids.  

The 'Esmeralda' completed a trip on October 1866, and delivered 100 tons of freight.  The 
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supplies were then transported by wagon to Salt Lake City.  Anson was honored to have it 

named, Call's Landing. This effort proved to be a successful advantage for merchants and 

immigrants as well as for the Saints and the Church until it was abandoned in 1869 when the 

transcontinental railroad was completed in Nevada.  A town called Callville was also 

established at this site.  It became a freighting center for river traffic and it was an outpost for 

the United States Army for years. Years later it became submerged under the waters of Lake 

Mead.   

On the 4th of August 1867, Anson's eldest son, Anson Vasco was returning home from a 

mission in Europe where he had served for three and a half years.  Anson and his family were 

excitedly preparing for his return when they received news that he had died at Rock Creek on 

the Laramie Plains, four hundred and twenty three miles east of Salt Lake. He was a young man 

of great promise and his family and friends keenly felt his death.   

Anson married his sixth wife on January 24, 1870.  Her name was Ann Clark and was 

the sister of his third wife, Margaretta. 

In 1870, Anson and Mary took a trip on the newly constructed Union Pacific Railroad to 

visit relatives and friends in Ohio and Vermont.  This was quite an adventure for them as they 

revisited many places they remembered from their earlier years. 

When the Davis County Stake of Zion was organized in 1877, Anson became counselor 

to President William R. Smith.  Anson's son, Chester, succeeded him as the Bishop of the 

Bountiful Ward.  Anson served in this capacity until he died. 

On New Years Day, it was custom that Anson's descendants would gather together.  

After dinner they were called into the best room of the home for a meeting where counsel was 

given to all.  It was always inspiring and helped keep the family members faithful and strong. 

The later years of Anson's life were spent in comparative peace and quiet.  He lived on 

his farm in Davis County, where he was surrounded by many of his family members.  He set an 

example of thrift and industry.  Although he had been relieved of those strenuous duties of 

pioneering that occupied so much of his time in earlier years, his time was still devoted to 
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laboring for the public welfare.  As a member of the stake presidency he was looked up to as a 

safe and reliable leader, who was as ready to sacrifice his own interests and devote his influence 

and energies to the public, as he had been during his more vigorous days. 

In 1872, Anson accompanied the Palestine Party, of which President George A. Smith 

was the leader, to England and spent five months traveling in Britain and Ireland.  This was 

quite an adventure for Anson as he had never done this kind of traveling, nor seen a life style 

other than that found on the frontier. 

Anson Call depended on no man for his knowledge of the truth of 'Mormonism'.  His 

confidence in the Lord was supreme.  His loyalty to the Church and the Church Leaders was 

unwavering.  His consecration to the service of the Lord was without reservation and from the 

time he embraced 'Mormonism' up to the very day of his death, he did not hesitate at any 

sacrifice required of him in that service.  Many made greater pretensions to piety than he did, 

but no man surpassed him in sincere devotion to the cause of God and in the modest practice of 

true religion as he understood it, and this included strict honesty, charity, self-denial and 

unfeigned love.  He had a large family - six wives and twenty-seven children. He was a kind 

and provident husband and father, but exacting withal.  He had strict ideas of duty, and 

expected every member of his household to conform thereto. 

Anson was a man of peace, but he did not lack courage when the situation required it.  

He was wise enough to see that the ends so often sought by quarreling and fighting might be 

more easily and effectively attained by peaceful methods.  He advocated and practiced peace 

and tried to avoid strife and contention whenever possible. 

At no time in Anson's life was he really wealthy, in fact he was financially strained in 

carrying out his numerous enterprises.  He worked hard to provide for his family and often 

found a way to offer employment to others.  He sought opportunities to help the less fortunate.  

One of the most striking characteristics that Anson possessed was his ability to return 

good for evil.  If he was ever wronged by anyone he attributed the act to the ignorance or 

prejudice of the individual and felt it was his duty to impress the person with the friendliness of 
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his motives.  He would go out of his way to do him a kindness.  He was full of charity and 

abhorred a disposition that harbored malice. 

Anson never betrayed trust.  When he gave his promise or conceived it to be his duty to 

do anything it was as good as done.  If he had adopted 'Do It Now' as his motto he could 

scarcely have been more prompt in action throughout his life. The Church authorities 

understood his character and when they required anything of him they had the utmost 

confidence that he would not only do it promptly but well, for it was his habit to give his very 

best service to whatever task he undertook. He was essentially a man who did things.  His 

energy was boundless, his perseverance unlimited. 

Anson Call passed away August 31, 1890 at Bountiful, Utah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The author of this Life Sketch of Anson Call is unknown.  

Names, places, and dates have been verified with family genealogy information and records in possession of K. Oswald, and 

family history records in possession of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 

Excerpts from the original journal of Anson Call have been indicated (*). 


