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A life sketch of 

Rozina Shepard Knapp  

Francis Hyer 
1829 – 1882 

Rozina Shepard was born January 21, 1829, in Denmark, 

Lewis County, New York, the second of nine children born to 

Isaac Monroe and Sarah Lackore Shepard.  The Shepard and 

Lackore families can be traced back for generations in the New 

England countryside.   Rozina’s grandparents, Obediah and Mary 

Yeomans Shepard and Nathaniel and Sarah Weaver Lackore, 

moved from New England to northern New York in the early 

1800’s.  It was there that Rozina’s parents made their home near 

Isaac’s family shortly after their marriage in 1825.  Denmark was 

their home for their first ten years together and was where their first five children were born:  

Lovina (July 30, 1826), Rozina, Justin (January 4, 1831), Justus (August 25, 1832 – passed away 

October 2, 1832) and Lusina (March 15, 1834 – passed away March 12, 1837). 

When Rozina was about two years old, her family was introduced to Mormon 

missionaries preaching in their neighborhood.  The message they shared rang true for these 

God fearing folks.  Isaac and Sarah were baptized and became members of The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints.   Rozina grew up in a home where the principles of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ and the tenets of the Latter-day Saints, or Mormons, were taught.   

The next few years were full of change for the Shepard families.  Rozina’s Lackore 

grandparents were baptized into the Church and the families moved from Denmark to the 

neighboring county of Jefferson.  At Rodman, Jefferson, County, New York, Rozina’s family 

welcomed a new sister, Alzina (1836); in 1837, the Shepard’s little girl, Lusina, passed away.  

Three years later, at Brownville, Jefferson County, the family welcomed another brother to the 

family circle whom they named Judson (1840). 



2 | S h e p a r d / K n a p p  

 

As Rozina’s family became more involved in the Church they became more determined 

to follow their Church leadership, who were strongly encouraging members to gather together 

and build up Zion.  Their growing testimonies and faith was the motivation behind a plan they 

developed, which would require them to leave their home state of New York and join with 

other members of the Church in the mid-west. 

The trip was full of new experiences, adventures and plenty of challenges for Rozina.  

Rozina’s father briefly recorded their travels after leaving Jefferson County, New York: 

Left Rodman, New York by team to Sackett’s Harbor; took boat on Lake Ontario 

through Welling Canal, Lake Erie to Cleveland, Ohio; remained there about a year, left 

by team for Nauvoo, Illinois; remained there about one month, then left for Lee County, 

Iowa; remained there for about two and one half years to get means to continue our 

journey to Salt Lake City; left by team Lee County for Council Bluffs where we wintered 

at Davis Camp. 

The Shepard’s found a busy and productive community of Saints when they arrived at 

Nauvoo, Illinois, which was Church headquarters at this time.  All were busy building up their 

properties and combining efforts to build Zion.   Thousands of converts like the Shepard’s, were 

following the counsel to gather together, and more were arriving daily from different parts of 

the United States and abroad.  With all the growth, it was a challenge to find shelter and blend 

so many differences together. 

After a brief stay at Nauvoo, the Shepard family moved across the Mississippi River into 

Iowa.  On November 19, 1842, Rozina’s family already numbered ten when a new sister, Sarah, 

was born at Montrose, Lee County, Iowa. 

The Shepards unloaded their possessions at Zarahemla, Lee County, Iowa, a small 

Mormon community just across the Mississippi River from Nauvoo.  Isaac and Sarah settled in 

with the goal to contribute their resources and efforts to the development of their community, 

as well as the growth and happiness of their family.   
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On March 9, 1844, Rozina, at the age of fourteen, was baptized and became a member of 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Rozina proved to be sincerely converted to the 

Church, and she lived a life beyond reproach from this time forward.  

In June of 1944, the Shepard family received word that The Prophet Joseph Smith and 

his brother Hyrum had been martyred at Carthage, Illinois.  This moment in history was 

devastating for the Shepards, as well as thousands of fellow members of the Church.  With the 

loss of their beloved leader, the Church and its people faced new challenges during what would 

become one of the most difficult times in Church History.  Splinter groups led by various men 

seeking leadership broke away from the Church and began their own communities.  This began 

a new kind of turmoil for the Church and created confusion and dissention within.  Threats and 

violence from outside the Church also began to increase.   

  The Shepards, along with the majority of the Church members were bound together 

with their traditional determination and faith to continue building Zion.  As a result of growing 

concerns within the Church and the increase of persecution in the surrounding area, plans 

began to develop that would move the Saints further west.  Under the direction of acting 

Church President, Brigham Young and Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, efforts were increased 

to complete the construction of the Nauvoo Temple, which was now an urgent priority.   

In the middle of all the activities surrounding the Shepards, the family welcomed 

another daughter named Servina, on May 15, 1845, at Zarahemla.    This good news was offset 

by the death of Rozina’s grandparents, Nathaniel and Sarah Lackore, just weeks apart at 

Montrose, Lee County, Iowa from ‘chill fever’.   The Lacklores had always been a support and 

strength to Rozina and her family.   

On January 29, 1846, Isaac and Sarah received their endowments in the unfinished, but 

partially operating Nauvoo Temple.   Each day Rozina and her family worked to meet their 

needs  even as the surrounding situation became more serious.  With the tension mounting, 

they began making their own plans to leave Lee County.   
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The Church publicly celebrated the dedication of the Nauvoo Temple in May of 1846.  

This was a huge event for the members, and although they realized they would have to leave 

their ‘House of the Lord’ behind, they were uplifted and encouraged by their accomplishment. 

Rozina must have been a huge support to her family as they loaded their possessions 

and left their home.  The family traveled with others to a place called Davis Camp in Iowa, 

located along the Missouri River.  After their arrival, the Shepards busied themselves making a 

home of this temporary settlement.  Sometime during this journey Rozina developed a close 

friendship with Albert Knapp, who had also grown up in Jefferson County, New York.  Rozina 

and Albert became sweethearts, amidst the hardships and challenging days Rozina found 

herself planning a future with Albert. 

In 1846, the United States Government asked the Church to provide volunteers to fight 

in the Mexican War.  It was a difficult time as the men of the Church were badly needed in the 

make-shift encampments, and in the plans underway to move further west to the Rocky 

Mountains.  At the encouragement of Church leader Brigham Young the Mormon Battalion was 

formed.  They were promised that all would be well, and many men rose to the call.  Albert 

Knapp was among the volunteers.  On July 16, 1846, Rozina said farewell to her sweetheart and 

any immediate plans they had made were put on hold.   

The Shepard family moved to Linden, Clay County, Missouri the following spring 

where they faced the greatest trial yet endured.  Rozina’s mother became ill during confinement 

(child birth) and on May 7, 1847, passed away at the age of forty.  The baby was also lost.  This 

was a devastating event for Isaac and his now motherless children.  At the age of eighteen, 

Rozina became a main care-giver for the youngest children and helped her widowed father in 

every way. 

On February 1, 1848, Isaac married Eleanor Jane Davis Somerville at Council Bluff, Iowa.   

In the spring of 1848, the Shepards went by team to Winter Quarters, Nebraska and 

there became members of the Brigham Young Wagon Train Company.    The Company was 

organized in groups of one hundred, and the Shepard family was assigned to Captain Lorenzo 
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Snow.  The Shepards left Winter Quarters on June 5, 1848.  They experienced many hardships 

and trials on their trip across the plains.  Rozina’s faith, integrity and patience grew even 

stronger as she walked most of the way.  Her goal was to reach the Salt Lake Valley and wait for 

Albert there. 

Rozina was one of 1220 weary travelers who arrived in the Salt Lake Valley between 

September 20th and 24th, 1848; one year after the first pioneers entered the Valley.  Rozina made 

plans to stay in Salt Lake City for the first winter.  Rozina’s father had remarried and the 

combined families settled into the Valley life style.   

Unbeknownst to Rozina, Albert had been discharged from the Battalion, and at this time 

was working in the gold mines of California.  In August of 1848, he had saved enough of his 

earnings to make his return trip to Rozina.  On October 10, 1848, Albert arrived in the Valley 

and was reunited with his sweetheart. 

Rozina and Albert were married January 7, 1849, in Salt Lake City, Utah.  They moved to 

Farmington, Davis County, Utah and purchased a piece of land close to her father’s property. 

This exciting time included much hard work as they began to improve their land and 

plant crops for their first harvest.  They were thrifty and their hard work soon began to show 

profits.  Before long they became comparatively well off and were a contributing couple in the 

community.   

On January 15, 1850, Rozina gave birth to a beautiful baby girl named Azilka Retena.  

Three months later, this young couple faced one of their hardest trails when their little girl 

passed away.  It was April 20, 1850. 

The next spring, Lydia Malinda was born on April 4, 1851.  This little daughter seemed 

to make all well again.   

Rozina’s commitment to full activity in the Church continued during these busy years of 

raising a family and helping to establish a home in Farmington.  Rozina was endowed 

December 15, 1851 in the Endowment House located at Salt Lake City.  The Endowment House 
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had been built and used as a temporary temple where faithful members of the Church could 

participate in ordinances that would further them in their journey to perfection.  Rozina and 

Albert were married for eternity on March 13, 1852 in the Endowment House.  

Rozina and Albert were thrilled to welcome another daughter, Sarah Armina, into their 

family on February 10, 1853. 

 In 1855, Church President Brigham Young issued a mission call to Albert.  Albert’s 

mission was to help settle the Las Vegas, Nevada area and preach the Gospel to the Indian 

Nations living in that territory.  Rozina assumed the responsibility of keeping the farm in 

working order while he was gone in addition to caring for their two daughters.   

 On May 7, 1855, Rozina bid farewell to Albert.  Neither Albert nor Rozina fully 

understood the sacrifices that would be required of them in coming years, but they put their 

trust in the Church leaders and in their God, and believed all would be well. 

Rozina’s days were filled with household chores, farm work and caring for her children.  

On July 29, 1855, Rozina gave birth to a baby boy whom she named Silas Albert.  What a 

surprise it would be for Albert when he returned home!      

Albert was granted a temporary leave in July of 1856.  It was a great surprise to Rozina 

and the children when he arrived home in Farmington.  He was elated to meet his son Silas and 

amazed at how his daughters had grown.  His visit was soon over, and in August of 1856, 

Rozina once again bid Albert farewell when he left for Las Vegas to complete his mission.   

The days passed, and just when harvest was about over, Albert returned home.  He had 

been released from his mission and he was home to stay.  Preparations for winter got underway 

and the family enjoyed being together again.  By spring, Albert and Rozina were ready to put 

all their energy into their farm and family.  Their determination to make progress and be 

successful produced an increase in livestock and the construction of out buildings to house 

them in.  More land was cultivated and more crops were planted. 
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During this time, Albert and Rozina faced another difficult challenge as they considered 

the counsel of Church leaders regarding polygamy.  Rozina again evidenced her faith and 

consented to Albert’s marriage to Judith Oviatt, December 28, 1856 at Farmington, Davis 

County, Utah.  Judith became part of the Knapp household, and the family worked together to 

make necessary adjustments to their changing lifestyle.  Albert and Judith were later sealed in 

the Endowment House at Salt Lake on April 3, 1857.   

The Knapp family continued to grow with the birth of a son Justin Abraham on August 

4, 1857 and Morgan Alonzo, on June 11, 1859.     

One summer night, a fire blazing on their property awakened the family.  There was 

nothing they could do but watch as their out buildings burned to the ground, taking many of 

their animals with it.  Three times the fire spread to their home, but they were able to contain it 

and the house was saved.   

Rozina’s grand daughter, Harriet Armina Skidmore Bair, wrote about the fire: 

A fierce wind storm came and frightened a lady who could not sleep and got up in the 

night and began to make a kettle of soap.  The sparks from her chimney were blown and 

set fire to the sheep shed of Grandfather Albert Knapp.  About 200 sheep and buildings 

were burned.  The blaze awoke mother, (Sarah Armina) and her sister, Aunt Malinda, 

and they screamed and awoke grandfather and grandmother who were sleeping in 

another room.  The children were rushed to safety in their night clothes.  On the way 

they often had to lie on the ground to be kept from being blown away.  Friends took 

them in and clothed them as they had no time to hunt for their clothing when their very 

lives were at stake. (1) 

This event was a turning point in the Knapp family’s future.  Albert believed the only 

way to replace their loss was to return to the gold mines of California and earn enough money 

to rebuild.  Rozina was not in favor of his plan and felt they should remain on the farm close to 

her family and the Church.  She trusted that all would be well. 
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 Against Rozina’s wishes, Albert left his family and headed for the Las Vegas country 

where he knew there were gold veins and leads to other valuable minerals.  He believed a 

fortune was waiting to be made, a fortune that would solve his family’s financial woes.   

Each day was filled with challenges for Rozina, and there was very little money for the 

family to survive on.  Most of their livestock had been lost, and Rozina struggled to farm 

without Albert.  Rozina did not hear from Albert as communication was almost non-existent.   

Months passed, and Rozina’s faith and determination reached its limit.   After Albert had been 

gone for a long period of time, Rozina wondered if he was ever going to return.  At some point 

the family believed Albert was dead.  Rozina sought counsel from her Church leaders and she 

determined there was no choice but to move on for the sake of herself and her children.   

Family and Church records show that Rozina married Frederick Nelson Francis on 

November 1, 1862.  Rozina and Francis had two children:  Rozina Adelaide born in July 23, 1863 

at Farmington, Utah (died when 10 months old), and Maria Melvina born August 27, 1865, in 

Farmington, Utah.  This marriage did not last, and once again Rozina found herself alone and 

struggling to care for her family. 

 On February 15, 1869, Rozina married her third husband, Christian Larsen Hyer, in the 

Endowment House in Salt Lake City, Utah.  At this time, Rozina was in dire straights 

financially.  The marriage of Rozina and Christian was indeed a blessing to her and her 

children.  Rozina and Christian had two children:  Ezra Taft born December 11, 1869 at 

Richmond, Utah, who died at 10 months old when he fell out of a wagon, and Esther Jane born 

September 27, 1871 at Richmond, Utah. 

 Rozina and Christian made their home in Richmond, Cache County, Utah where they 

lived faithfully in the Church.  They put their every effort into raising their children and 

enriching their lives together.  Life improved for Rozina, and she experienced many happy 

times as she took advantage of the opportunities to be of service to her family and others.    

During these years, Albert did make contact with his family but his attempts to reconcile 

with Rozina and his children came too late.  By the time his efforts to succeed in mining and 
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provide a financial security for his family had come to pass, Rozina and the children had moved 

on and were set on futures and endeavors that did not require his involvement.    

Rozina learned that Albert passed away in November of 1864 while he was living with 

his sister, Emma Amelia Elmer in Sunol Valley, Alameda County, California.  He was buried in 

the Centerville Pioneer Cemetery at Fremont, Alameda County, California. 

At the age of fifty three, Rozina Shepard Knapp Francis Hyer passed away on October 

23, 1882 at Richmond, Cache County, Utah and was buried in the Richmond City Cemetery.  

Christian passed away September 20, 1901, almost nine years after Rozina. He was buried in the 

Richmond City Cemetery, Richmond, Cache County, Utah. 

 Rozina is remembered as one of the great women of her era.  Her early experiences in 

working her way to Utah, her faithfulness in following the counsel of the Church leaders and 

her abiding love and care for her children and grand children were seldom, if ever, excelled by 

any other.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Life Sketch of Rozina Shepard Knapp Francis Hyer was compiled from stories, documents and other records collected and 

kept in the Family History Libraries of K. Oswald.  A special thanks to Mary Bryant of Schoharie, New York whose research and 

knowledge of the Shepard and Knapp Families was invaluable. 

Names, places, and dates have been verified with family history records in possession of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints - including Iowa Branch Records. 

(1) Taken from “History of William Lobark Skidmore” by Lyman W. Condie, Jr. 
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