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A life sketch of 

James Lemmon 
1763 – 1857 

James Lemmon, son of Robert Lemmon, was born April 

1763, near Hagerstown, Maryland (Pennsylvania at the time). He 

was the son of Robert Lemmon, who was born in County Tyrene, 

Ireland in 1730, and Eleanor Davis Lemmon, believed to be from 

Wales or England. 

James served as a messenger boy during the American 

Revolution when a lad of only twelve years, it being safer for 

boys to carry messages than men. He carried messages from the 

camp of George Washington to that of Captain Robert Lemmon (his father) and others. He lived 

in Washington's camp in Valley Forge and affectionately called him "Uncle George." Towards 

the end of the war, James entered the Continental Army as a private and served until the end of 

the War. 

In 1799, James Lemmon married Sarah Carr and lived in Bowling Green, Kentucky. 

While living here, James volunteered for military service in the War of 1812. 

James and Sarah had seven children while living at Shelbyville, Kentucky; Elizabeth 

born in 1799, Damaris (daughter) born in 1802, John born February 1, 1804, Washington born 

October 6, 1806, Hardin (son) born March 16, 1809, Katherine born in 1811 and Martha born in 

1813. 

Sarah died in 1815 in Indiana.   

James moved his family to Indiana.  James met and married Amy Rawlins on April 2, 

1818 at Paoli, Orange County, Indiana.  They became the parents of:  Sarah born February 15, 

1819, William born September 16, 1821, Robert Allen born April 12, 1824, Stacy Ann born April 
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8, 1826, Hopy born October 8, 1828 - all born in Harrison, Indiana.  Then Ellen born March 8, 

1831, Francis Marion born May 27, 1833, Arthur Jackson born July 31, 1835 and James Jr., born 

September 12, 1837 – all born in Greene, Illinois. 

About 1834 they were lured by free land into Illinois where they settled in Green County 

-- living neighbors to Roderick Rawlins. In 1844 Roderick Rawlins moved his entire family from 

Illinois to Texas, and settled in Peter's Colony on a land-grant located partly on Ten Mile Creek 

in what is known as the southern part of Dallas County. Needing some help in getting his large 

family to Texas, Roderick Rawlins brought along young Robert Allen Lemmon (son of James 

Lemmon) and also Carlos Wise, neighbors, and also friends of his own son "Alex." These two 

boys were so delighted with Texas that they selected 640 acre tracts of land lying next to the 

Rawlins grant and walked back to Illinois to bring their parents. 

Robert Allen Lemmon with his father, James Lemmon, his mother, Amy Rawlins 

Lemmon and his younger brother Jackson Lemmon left Illinois bound for Texas in August, 

1845. 

When they reached the Mississippi River they fashioned a raft from driftwood, tying 

wood together with stout vines and attempted to paddle directly across.  When they reached 

the other side they were fifteen miles down stream and had to walk back to their original 

destination. 

James Lemmon, a citizen of the Republic of Texas, died on July 4, 1858, at his home three 

miles below Lancaster on the Dallas-Ellis County line. He was buried  in Peters Colony, Old 

Edgewood Cemetery, Lancaster, Texas, near the spot where the Rawlins caravan camped the 

night it arrived in Peter's Colony in 1844.  James Lemmon is one of the few soldiers of the 

American Revolution buried in Texas, and the only one buried in Dallas County. 

 

Information taken from writings of Julia Rawlins family history files – May 1997.  Some names, dates and place information 

added and verified to make the account more complete.  Some facts taken From the Dallas Morning News -  1948 


