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A life sketch of 

Harriet Lodeskie  

Woodhead Randall 
1863 – 1926 

Harriet Lodeskie Woodhead was born May 24, 1863 

at Paradise, Cache County, Utah.  At the time she was born 

her mother, Caroline Lane Woodhead, died from 

complications of childbirth.  This left her father, George 

Woodhead, with four older children and a new baby.  With 

no wife to help him care for his children, he sought the help 

of family and friends.  His new baby daughter was taken by 

Alonzo and Harriet Dabell, who gave her all the attention 

and care they gave their own children and raised her as 

their own. 

 Harriet spent her childhood in the vicinity of Paradise.  Later she moved to Farr West, 

Weber County, Utah, where she met a young man by the name of Charles Chapman Randall.  

They were married on February 8, 1881, at Ogden, Weber County, Utah by Daniel B. Rawson, 

Justice of the Peace.  Harriet’s sister, Dora, was married the same day, making it a double 

celebration for their family. 

Harriet and Charles made their home in Farr West, where they built a home and farmed. 

Their first four children were born at Farr West (later known as Harrisville):  Harriet Ellen born 

January 11, 1881, Charles Aceil born March 9, 1884, Louisa Emerett born August 25, 1886, and 

Rose Priscilla born June 19, 1888.  Louisa only lived six months passing away February 20, 1887.  

Harriet was a busy young mother helping Charles with the farm work, as well as the 

housework.   
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 In 1890, Charles moved his family to Idaho where he had filed homestead papers on 320 

acres in the Grant, Jefferson County, Idaho area.  The Randalls were anxious to begin this new 

adventure in this promising country.  They loaded their all they had into one covered wagon, 

drove their cattle and horses, and walked most of the way.  The trip took them seventeen days.   

 Harriet met the situation with a true pioneer attitude.  She quickly set about to make the 

little one room hut Charles made into a cozy home.  Long days of hard work and never ending 

chores were her lot, but she did it cheerfully.  The country was covered with sagebrush and had 

very little water available for irrigating.  What water she needed for washing, cooking and 

drinking was hauled in barrels and buckets, which she helped her children do each day.   

 Another daughter, Sarah Florence, was born May 29, 1891, at the nearby community of 

Lewisville.  Sarah was followed by four other siblings, all born in Grant.  They were Bessie 

Venetta born March 26, 1894, Laura Myrtle born June 12, 1896, George Alonza born December 

17, 1898, and Orval Alberto born March 19, 1900.  George Alonza lived only fourteen days 

passing away December 31, 1898. 

 With the additions to their family, Charles cut logs and built a two room house.  This 

gave Harriet and the children a little more room. 

 Harriet was a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and served as a 

Sunday School Teacher and in various positions in the Relief Society.  She always made time to 

help others and was often called on to help care for the sick. 

 Harriet did not have many luxuries, but she enjoyed life and found a great deal of 

pleasure in her family and friends.  She was proud of her children and was especially proud 

when her son, Charles Aceil, was called to serve a mission for the Church.  While he was gone 

she took his wife, Nettie, into her home and helped care for her and her little daughter, Hazel. 

 Charles built a new home on their farm that provided more room and a large front 

porch where they often sat and entertained friends and family.  Harriet always said she felt like 

she was visiting somewhere, and found it hard to get used to this new home.  She only lived 

five years after their home was completed. 
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 Harriet passed away at the age of sixty three on February 25, 1926, at Grant, Jefferson 

County, Idaho.  She was buried in the Central Cemetery at Grant, Jefferson County, Idaho. 

 

  

To the Memory of Harriet W. Randall 

Our Mother is gone 

And we are bereft of the Dearest Friend on earth. 

She has gone to a home of peace and rest, 

The Mother who gave me birth. 

 

We will miss you Dear Mother, through all the years 

That our pilgrimage must go, 

Until we, like you, are free from tears, 

And our souls are as white as snow. 

 

Then down through the years of endless love 

Together we will roam 

‘Till we reach the throne of God above,  

In that beautiful heavenly home. 

 

 - Composed by Sam G. Marler 

 

 

  

The author of this Life Sketch of Harriet Lodeskie Woodhead Randall is unknown.  The original account has been revised and 

additions made to make it more complete from stories, documents and other records collected and kept in the Family History 

Library of K. Oswald. 

 


